THE BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


-who if anxious and ready to forgive. Then 
again, in the second place, he can and will 
•only do so on such grounds as will be honor- 
able to his character and safe to his govern- 
ment To pardon indiscriminately would do 
more harm than good. A monarch may be 
disposed to pardon a criminal, yet he may not 
find any grounds to doit without clouding hU 

i'ustice and endangering the law and order of 
lis government. 

So, then, there must, in the third place, be 
a proper state of mind for the reception of the 
pardon in the person. There would be neither 
sense, justice nor reason in pardoning a cul- 
prit, who d<jes not need forgiveness. He 
would go and commit the same crime again 
en the first oppoit unity. That state of mind 
is arrived at by complying with ihe Gosjxd 
terms. 

This is but a common sense view of the 
case,and it is substantiated by Scripture. Men 
are not forgiven because they do not comply 
with the Gospel conditions. Pardon without 
this would be a license to farther crime. Now 
the next question is, what are the (iospel re- 
quirements 'i The answer is simple. Faith. 
A faith so complete that we will take the Sa- 
vior at his word. Faith is the great lever of 
Christianity. Gret faith that the man you 
hate is estimable in character, generous in 
symi>athy and benevolent in purpose toward 
you, and forthwith your hatred gives place to 
love. If we are thoroughly convinced that 
God, whom we have insulted, loves us with 
infinite depth and tenderness, we cannot help 
but love in return. 


TH1 WILD PEA. 


Now to follow up our argument, the next 
question is, where do we learn of the love of 
God? Of nature? No. Nature only re- 
veals the general goodness of God. The vol- 
ume of nature was written before the fall — 
that is, before man became a sinner. We 
must learn of the great depth of divine love 
from direct, revelation. In short the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ reveals this love 
to ns. And this gospel we receive through 
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God is the 
Author of all the evidence we have of thia 
love. 

Now it is easy to see that a rejection of this 
evidence is an insult to the Spirit of God. 
God has revealed himself to us through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We receive the record 
of this life through the Holy Spirit, in the 
hearts of prophets and Apostles. We see the 
effect this great revelation has produced u P° n 
the world and individuals in particular. This 
is all through the influence of the same spirit. 
Then he that trifles with the evidence, trifles 
with the Spirit. He that resists the evidence, 
resists the Spirit. He that refuses to believe 
this evidence, brands the work of the Spirit 
as a deception. He that blasphemes this evi- 
dence, blasphemes the Spirit. And the man 
that continues to do this can never be for- 
given in this world or the world to come. 

"All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men," &c, says the passage in 
question. See Matth. 12 :31, 32. Now what 
is blasphemy? Blasphemy means disres[>ect, 
irreverence, calumny, indignity. The great- 
est sin you can commit aguiust man is to 
blaspheme him, traduce his character, injure 
his reputation, and treat him with eon tempt. 
And this also is the gicatest sin you can com- 
mit against God. 

Now we claim that continued infidelity is 
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ThjercTsjifit ate of t h is infidelity that places! a 
mail "Txjy ond hope. Of course there is a hint 
hcnrOTa certain stage of this blasphemy that 
places a man beyond hope forever. Infidel- 
ity carries us to that terrible condition, where 
mercy cannot reach t us. We will not dare 
draw the line. But no doubt it is far on in 
depravity where the infinite mercy of God 
cannot reach us. 
JfkrmermiiUe, Ohio. 


■ The industrious bee does not stop to com- 
plain that there are so many poisonous flowers 
and thorny branches in his road, but buzzes 
on, selecting the honey where he can find it. 
and passing quietly by the places where it is 
not. There is enough in this world to com- 
plain about and find fault with if men have 
the disposition. 

No one of my fellows can do that special 
work for me which I have come into the 
world to do ; be may do a higher work, but 
he cannot do my work. I cannot hand my 
work over to him any more than I can hand 
over my responsibility or my gifts. 

It is astonishing how much one without 
money may give. A kind word, a helping 
hud— the warm sympathy that rejoices with 
those who rejoice, aod weeps with those who 


BY J.H. WOBI. 

At this season of the year the prairies of 
the great Northwest are covered with many 
colored wild flowers that nestle like gems upon 
the bosom of the earth. Prominent among 
them is the wild pea, and the stranger passing 
by will remark, "what a beautiful flower." Its 
pink coloring contrasts beautifully with the 
green background of wild grasses, and its 
trim leaves cluster about it like a fringe of 
gold around the sparkling diamond. But for 
all that the wild pea is not useful. Instead, 
is a troublesome weed and hard to destroy. 
It grows rank among the wheat and other 
grain, much to the farmers' annoyance, and its 
rich timings become a mockery rather than a 
pleasure to behold. Years of cultivation are 
required to destroy it. 

This fine appearing, though noxious plant, 
reminds one much of the "wild peas" that in- 
fest society. There is a lar^c class among 
men that make a fine show, and at first sight 
appears ornamental, but in reality are nothing 
but human weeds. Satan embellishes them 
with externa) brilliancy, and the semblance of 
graces they do not possess, that their power* 
of imposition may be less restricted and their 
possibilities for mischief more extended. To 
the casual observer they appear like angels, 
but at heart they are bigoted, and Wight rath- 
er than bless. They are "wild peas" and so 
wedded to their opinions that they will linger 
to politic the growing grain long after the sod 
of error has been broken and strewn with the 
seeds of truth. 

Nor can this analogy be imposed alone 
upon the dude, the drone and the swell, but 
this false-hearted ness reaches away up among 
respectable circles, and brands the foreheads 
of thousands claiming allegiance to the church 
of the moat high God. Externally they are 
perfection, but down in the heart the secret 
burning for notoriety, orlheambition to wield 
authority grinds out their manlier impulses 
until falsehood, unfairness and brute force are 
borrowed from the devil and wielded without 
mercy as sgents of conquest. Truth beck- 
ons them aside, bnt victory is sweeter than 
truth, and the cudgel is the more vigorously 
levelled at the beads and hearts of all oppos- 
ers. Wild peas. They will grow in spite of 
plowing and harrowing and honest husband- 
ry Enconiums are published extolling the 
virtues they possess, but what does the pub- 
lic care about prying into the kitchen star 
chamber to discover the trickery and intrigue 
necessary to keep the plant blooming, and 
little do they know or care whether the blos- 
soms and bulbs embitter the milk or whether 
their roots jeopardize the growing grain. 

It all teaches us that utility is of more 
worth than a mere display of leaves and bios- 
sums and bitter bulbs that constitute the har- 
vest of the wild pea. While they arc beauti 
Jul to look upon, they are hard to work with, 
and notwithstanding their tough roots snap 
and crack when the plow share turns them 
under, they sprout from every joint and arc 
prolific still. 

If the wild pea was as useful as it is orna- 
mental, and would then display as much ten- 
acity for monopolizing all the space about it 
as it does, what a blessing to mankind would 
it be ! Useful plant*, like love, often die of 
slightest wounds. 

We live in an age that is progressive be- 
yond any in the world's history. Thought is 
mounting heavenward on angel wings and re- 
turning freighted for missions of mercy. Be- 
hold the example of Christ as he fed the hun- 
gry, relieved the afflicted, and healed the lu- 
natic, and then look at the institutions that 
grace our fair land — if not to follow immedi- 
ately in His example — to go to the full extent 
of human possibility in caring for the insane, 
healing the deceased, and providing for the 
poor and needy. There is something so prac- 
tical and Christ-like in this benevolent work 
that it puts the challenge full and fair before 
every congregation and asks : "How do- you 
stand related to these charitable institutions, 
and how far do you back them up substan- 
tially — not theoretically ? The answer comes, 
"Don't we pay taxes fortheir support ?" "Yes 
but under compulsion. You would not think 
of it if not reminded by that power that com- 
pels you to do it, and even now you growl 
about high taxes and to get even dishonestly 
list your property — some of you." 

Nothing nseful in that — nothing but wild 
peas. What matters it how symmetrical the 
creed, or ceremonial observance, or routine 
exhibitions of piety manifested, if nothing 
tangible emanates from it to promote intelli- 
gence, civilize, enlighten and elevate the race, 
as well as make life and duty pleasant or bear- 
able, there is something radically wrong. The 
religion of Christ was aggressive and struck 
where every blow told upon the nations. As 
the anvil of troth rtng again and again, high- 
er thoughts were forged and the souls that 
heard it and felt it mounted upward. The 


tendency was upward and onward, toward 
broader ideas and grander conceptions of life 
and doty. Under its inspiring influence 
charity took visible grounds, and benevolence 
made itself felt. What graceless inconsisten- 
cy for a church to day to ignore these way 
marks of christian progress, to distellowship 
the pure motive that prompted their existence 
and to contend for a monopoly upon the priv- 
ilege of salvation through excellency of form, 
rather than spiritual affinity for the presence 
of the Most High. How will the record 
stand ? Will it liea hope based upon a theo- 
ry, or will it be a hope wrought into the soul 
by solid, tangible effort? 

Wild peas. If of any earthly good it has 
not been discovered yet, and still they are 
beautiful but only in appearance. 

• "Beauty is wtmi tvautydoes." 

It requires a certain amount of character, 
and a certain kind of practical influence and 
conduct, to constitute a christian. Flesh, 
and bone and blood can shape and furnish the 
material, and their movement through certain 
graceful evolutions with the precision of clock 
work, will not pass at hcaveuVbar as Chris- 
tianity. Instead of golden sheaves of ripened 
wheat — wild |jeas. 

We are to be a |>eeuliar people. The wild 
pea is a |»ecu!iar plant, but U$ peculiarity does 
not make it good. II our peculiarity extends 
only to externality and spends its force upon 
theories and doubtful disputations, wholly 
neglecting essential duties, such as missionary 
effort, and to disfcllowshipping all the grand 
christian movements of the century as heath- 
en; publican, and of the devil, and at the same 
time not be able to point to a single tangible 
monument worthy of christian genins that we 
have builded — only numbers — then the re- 
cording angel may well write in his book 
"wild peas" instead of "wheat," 
WiUitmuport, D. T, 
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This falling away differs from that of 
the ordinary backslider. He has left his first 
love, and may repent from whence he baa fall- 
en, and do the first work, aud be saved. It 
differs from it however, only in degree. The 
ordinary backslider should haste to repent, 
lest he continue to fall further away from 
Christ and mercy, until finally be crosses that 
line from which he will not return. And to 
those who are not backslidden in heart we will 
say, make use of all the means of grace, so 
that the fire kindled by the spirit of God may 
be kept constantly burning that your love 
mav not grow cold, then you will not back- 
slide and if you never backslide you will never 
fall away and commit that awful sin. 

Botetourt Spring*, V'a. 


THE UNPARDONABLE SIN. 


BY JANUS A. ltlbBSOUR. 


It frequently occurs that one is very much 
distressed from feeling, fearing that he has 
committed sin which shall not be forgiven in 
this world nor in the world to come. Cer- 
tainly a feeling of this kind must be very dis- 
tressing indeed. Several years ago I was 
holding some meetings in Columbiana county, 
Ohio, I met a dear sister there who was la- 
boring under this delusion. I was sent for to 
talk with her upon the subject. I talked with 
her, read the Scriptures to her, tried to reason 
with her, prayed for and with her, but all in 
vain. It drove her into insanity and she was 
taken to the Asylum. I ho|>c never to meet 
another case of this kind. 

With my views of this subject the feeling 
that one has committed this sin, is no evidence 
that he is guilty of that crime ; but on the 
other hand, it is the very best evidence that 
we can have that the sin has not been com- 
mitted. 

That there is such a sin as the sin of blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, which is un- 
pardonable; — shall not be forgiven in this 
world nor the world to come — the Scriptures 
abundantly leach. It may well be dreaded, 
but it certainly is not us frequently commit- 
ted as some are wont to imagine, and when 
once committed the guilty soul is doomed for- 
ever. John must have had reference. to Jjik. 
sin, when he calls"! t the sii | jjflta di-at||, and 


THE POWER OF REASON. 
An Essay read at the Huiilingiion Normal, 1S»I . 

BY IDA HAT MIl.LElt. 

When we come to view that faculty of the 
mind by which is distinguished truth from 
falsehood, good from evil, and right from wrong, 
enabling the possessor thereof to deduce in- 
ference from facts, or from proposition we 
are almost forced into the conclusion that man 
is akin to Deity, for is not deity shining forth 
from man in this faculty of the mind? But 
then how sadly we Iihk ai the early pe r ver- 
sion of tips hcaven-horu gift. Influenced by 
the false reasoning of Satan, our primeval par- 
ents brought sin, misery and death into the 
world, while the just reasoning of St. Paul on 
temisiimnec, righteousness and a judgment to 
come made a Felix to tremble and a Fcsttis 
exclaim: "Almost thou pcrsuadest me to be 
a Christian." What can eloquence do with 
out this faculty of mind ? Mere words by 
themselves are an empty show ; but let them 
be tlie vehicle that curries a scene or announ- 
ces a truth, a proposition, a premise or a rev- 
elation, and they will be listened to with great 
interest, though they come from the lips of 
those in the humblest walks of life. 

Elihu Bcrritt, once the illiterate blacksmith, 
the 3 the linguist and orator, by use of this 
faculty would draw laughter and tears — the 
index of joy and sorrow, almost simultaneous- 
ly from his auditory, lilaekstone, (irecnlief 
and Story, the jurists will not venture opin- 
ions or decision without assigning ample and 
just reasons in support of such opinion- and 
decisions. 

Benjamin Franklin flies his kite, captures 
the electric current, and a** a result of his 
reasoning powers, wc have developed a sys- 
tem of telegraph)" that binds the continents 
in one common brotherhood. Our Secretary 
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on tins subject tlm njinjulier wri- 
jSfg in the Bixt h_ .chapter, fopi-th, 
TTTTT^sixt h verse s : 'jEo r it ~is i injjyjijiLlik'-iuiL 
those who were Mice enlightcdj and have 
tasted t hcTJ6a"ren ly_jfIft 1 aiid were made par- 
GitccTjrTfl the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the. 
good w u TTr~of v ~tTO"^aiid the powers id* the 
"world to come. If tliey sh all fall away to re- 
iToW them again iiiito remittance, seeing tliey 


crucify tathcmsetYcTnTie "son'of God afresh, 
and pirr ftinTro' ah open sha me." One who 
tnTlwHr poStati zes, falls" away from the faith, re- 
jects Christianity, and Christ the only Savior, 
can not be saved. It is »»;ja.Wft/e to renew 
him unto repentanc e, and ther efore cannot, be - 
cauae he will not, behooved. He in justice and 
according to tHe very nature of his crime. 
should not be forgiven, even hi the world to 
come. There remains nothing to the friends 
of such a wretch, "But a certain fearful look- 
ing for judgment and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries." The sin is very 
great, for after he has had an experimental 
knowledge of the truth, he willfully commits 
the sin of falling away, rejects his religion, 
rejects the Bible, rejects Christ; treads under 
foot the Son of Ooa, and considers his blood, 
wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, 
and does disrate (blasphemes) unto the Spirit. 
of grace. Therefore having rejected the only 
sacrifice that can take away Bin, there remains 
no more sacrifice for his sin, and for this rea- 
son can not be brought to repentance and 
saved. 
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of State talking in friendly relations to Prince 
Hi si nark of Germany. There is Watts, the 
discoverer of Steam, the |>ower of Steam, reas- 
oning and experimenting on the probable re- 
sults of high pressure and low pressure, gen- 
crating an elastic force that has become the 
greatest mechanical agent, the most powerful 
and most mauagable, as is seen in the vast 
and multiplied uses of the steam engine, and 
to-day wc have millions of spindles in lining 
and producing, and an interchange of com- 
merce over the grand old Allegheny and tower- 
ing Rocky Mountains hi tiding the East and the 
West, the North and ihe South, in one com- 
mon tie. What swaysthe populace of to-day 
in the |K)litical campaign, but the reasoning* 
whether true or false, of the wily politician, 
well compounded with the bribe money of 
government officials, and bribery is a disgrace 
to our American institutions. 

In conclusion, then, the power of reason as 
exhibited and exercised by man, moves the 
world, whcl her by parent in the home circle, 
teacher in the class- room, in ii lister in the sa- 
cred desk, farmer on his plantation, mechanic 
at the work bench, sculptor at the statuary, 
scientist delving in the earth, chemist in his 
labratorv, astronomer on his observatory or 
artist, wiili |>encil, paint and brush at his 
easel ; philosopher in his studio, B rtonist 
down in the meadow among the flowers, or 
orator in the rostrum, all seem moved by the 
same impulse, reasoning from cause to e licet, 
and all looking for result, selfish or philan- 
thropic, aud therefore Pope has well said : 

"Self -love the spring at motion acts the Soot, 
Itefuvm't rnnniaiiiigWlaiice ruled tlie whole. 
That sees immediate ao™l by present sense, 
Hewn the futurs an I tlie consequence." 

And then it should be as Hooker says : 
"Reason is the director of Man's will." 
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Tribulation cannot separate you from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. But the love of God will, in the end, 
separate you from tribulation, and bring you 
out of it, and give you fullness of joy. 

Our grand business is, not to see what liea 
dimly at a distance, but to do what lies clearly 
at hand. 

The art of living easily as to money, is to 
pitch your scale of living one degree below 
your means. 


